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the jurisdiction of the Chancery Division is scarcely ever exercised
by the Assize Judges. Divorce, but not as a rule Probate or Admiralty
jurisdiction is exercised at Assizes and judges of the Probate, Divorce,
and Admiralty Division may go on circuit for that purpose.
The Central Criminal Court at the Old Bailey acts as the Court Central
of Assize for criminal business for London, Middlesex and part of
the Home Counties. The judges are the judges of the Queen's Bench
Division, one of whom in rotation attends each of the monthly
sessions of the Court, the Recorder of London, the Common
Sergeant, and one of the other judges of the City of London Court.
The Queen's Bench Division of the High Court of Justice also Criminal
possesses criminal jurisdiction.   The jurisdiction is mainly super- J^nsdtakm
visory and derived from the ancient Curia Regis. Certain offences Bench^
of a special nature, e.g. crimes committed abroad by public officials Division,
are tried in the Queen's Bench Division, unless the High Court (acting
through the Queen's Bench Division) directs trial at the Central
Criminal Court. Where owing to local prejudice it is impossible to
secure a fair trial, the Queen's Bench Division may direct that a case
be tried either at the Central Criminal Court or some other court of
Assize or Quarter Sessions than the court which would otherwise
have jurisdiction.   The Queen's Bench Division may by order of
certiorarix quash for an error of law the proceedings of Quarter
Sessions or any inferior tribunal.  Cases of grave importance are
sometimes removed into the Queen's Bench Division in order to secure
a trial at bar before three judges, as when Sir Roger Casement
was tried for treason in 1916.2 A trial may be ordered before three
judges of the Queen's Bench Division sitting at the Central Criminal
Court instead of a trial at bar. The original, as opposed to the
supervisory, jurisdiction of the Queen's Bench Division, is rarely
exercised.
With the exception of offences tried summarily at Petty Sessions PreHminary
criminal cases are tried by a iury unless the accused pleads guilty to Enquiries;
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the charge.3  Such juries are known as petty juries and consist of petty Juries.
twelve householders. Criminal proceedings in respect of indictable
crimes (other than the considerable number of less serious indictable
offences which can be tried on the application of the prosecution and
by consent of the accused at Petty Sessions) begin with a preliminary
enquiry by magistrates, before whom an information is laid either
by the police or a private prosecutor. It is the duty of the magistrates
holding the preliminary enquiry to decide whether or not there is a
case to go to trial. It is also for the magistrates to decide whether to
commit the accused to Assizes or Quarter Sessions where both have
1 PartVH.,Cha .3.
1 The Kingv. Casement, [1917] 1 K.B. 98.
8 See Jackson, op. cit.t pp. 236-50 for a critical account of the jury system.
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